
Hulda Klager Lilac Lines Summer 2010 
 
A big “Thank You” to Quilters Kathleen Tyrell and Roberta Peterson for their gift of the 

2010 Quilt.  The Winner of this years quilt raffle will be drawn and announced at the  
July 27th Picnic. 

 
 

 
 
 

The Hulda Klager Lilac Society Board 
Invites you, the volunteers that make our Open House Days such a success, 

To an Appreciation Picnic July 27   
6 P.M.  In the Garden 

The Board will be providing chicken again this year and your place settings, plates, 
napkins and plastic ware.  If you should have a special side dish, salad or dessert you 

would like to bring, please do. 
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From the President..... 
 
"WOW" ---- our Lilac Days are over and what a success!  Even with our crazy weather 
(what happened to winter?) we were about two weeks early in our peak blooming period 
before we opened!   We had crowds at our pre-sales and the opening weekend with 
wonderful people just ignoring the rain and not letting the weather stop them from 
purchasing their favorite Lilacs.  We were also very lucky with an assortment of warm and 
cold days actually keeping the early, mid and of course the late bloomers going to have 
some of our Lilacs in bloom for our closing on Mother*s Day.  Thank you Mother Nature!    

First order of business is to thank all of our board members, committee members 
and numerous volunteers for their valuable time and extraordinary help making our Lilac 
Days a tremendous success.   

Our Building Committee worked very hard restoring our Potting Shed behind the 
farmhouse and it looks wonderful.  They gathered up old tools and farm implements to 
display along with Hulda*s original potting bench.  The History Room/House Committee 
did a complete redo by changing, adding and researching our files for more history on 
Hulda*s family.  And of course our displays of old prints and pottery.  The Garden 
Committee wowed us again by having the gardens beautiful for the public. To all the 
committees and workers I give special thanks as the weather did not cooperate as usual for 
this time of year and we battled wind and rain.  

After Lilac Days, Ruth Wendt and I went to the International Lilac Convention in 
Burlington, Vermont.  We spent time at the University of Vermont and toured many 
gardens including the Shelborne Museum and their gardens.  I think we walked a hundred 
miles each day.  One highlight was a lilac pruning demonstration which we will pass on to 
our members.  Stay tuned for a pruning class!  

Save the date July 27th as this is our Annual Picnic for all members and volunteers!  
We will also draw to find out the winner for our Quilt (yes, we are still selling tickets!).  
Many thanks to Kathleen Tyrrell and Roberta Peterson for an outstanding job of making it 
again for this year.   

Patti Audette 
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   House Committee report by Karen Eddy... 
 

The 2010 Lilac Days "in the book" as they say.  And a very successful season it 
was, certainly in the house.  Thanks to our wonderful network of volunteers, we really 
couldn't do it with out you. 

Judy, Fran, Patti and Karen rearranged the History room, telling in more detail 
Hulda's story.  Joan Harshberger loaned us Dr. Hoffman's scales and lab coat to display 
along with other items from his office that were given to the Lilac Society. 

Three beautiful Oriental rugs now decorate the living room, parlor and the "glory 
hole" closet upstairs, thanks to Marilyn Van Horn. 

Several of our members (and non-members too) graciously loaned us their vintage 
pieces of pottery and prints that decorated Hulda's walls and tables, thank you to each and 
everyone. 

We had 51 volunteers this year, and signed up new members in the house as well as 
selling raffle tickets of the beautiful quilt made by Kathleen Tyrrell and Roberta Peterson. 

The weather was a mix of cold, rain, hail, sun and clounds, but the hearty "Lilac 
lovers" came anyway making the season a success once again. 
 
Volunteers serving in the House with some providing music: Karen Eddy, Maxine 
Rodman-M,  Lois Lindblom-M, Dollie Bottemiller-M, Carmen Webb, Shirley Brenner, 
Rita Brodahl-M, Miriam Kelly,  Irma Gettman, Betty Mills, Juanita MacMahon, Diane 
Ernest-M, Connie MItchell-M, Donna Brookshire,  Donna Dixon, Bernice Jehnsen, Billie 
Marxmiller, Dorothea Schultz, Patti Audette, Judy Card, Fran Northcut, Patsy Mattila, 
Joyce Morton, Isabel Peacher, Norma Becker, Margie Hammersmith, Judy Peterson, Betsy 
Lessard, Nancy Jacobs, Lee Ross, Ann Bradshaw, Donna Hansen, Jean Savage, Sherry 
Schievelbein, Molly Cowlishaw, Joyce Talbot, Acenath Morgan, Jean Eddy, Virginia 
Wilkerson, Sheila Michelsen, Laura Dean, Natalie Dean-M, Christine Dean, Judy 
Gustofson, Laura Smedley, Cyrilla Gleason-M, Marilyn Rohm, Chelsea Rohm, Sherry 
Bozorth-M, Gwen Babbit-M and the Madrigal Singers. 
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From Gate, House, Garden, Gift Shop and Cashier volunteers, please 
know you are very much appreciated. 
 
In the Garden:  Barbara Chester, ,Peter George, Marilyn Van Horn, Neil Van Horn, 
Rebecca Roberts, Larry Roberts, Jeane Richard, Erlene Englert, Clinton Englert, Peggy 
Balch, Joan Fifer, Barbara Gladding, Shirley Brenner, Karen Ward, Louise Moir, Patti 
Audette, Dave Audette, Lee Ross, Moze Meeker, Mary Meeker, Ann Bradshaw, Kirk 
Northcut, Joyce Woodward, Catherine Trahin, Dwight Trahin, Lori Murphy, Roberta 
Peterson, Jerry Peterson, Jeff Peterson, Gudrun Marht, Dave Bozarth, Kathleen Tyrrell, 
Mitch Ingraham and Ruth Wendt.  Many of these individulas put in several hours in the 
weeks before and after Lilac Days as well.  And of course we do appreciate the Boy Scouts 
helping out during Lilac Days. 
 
Joann Thomas says: “(These) are very willing people and very obliging volunteers ... " 
 
 At the Gate: Marsha Curry, Lee Hutton Welch, Walt Hansen, Dave Audette, Dr. R. T. 
Graham, Don Talbot, Tom Eddy, Isabell Peacher, Laura Dean, Marilyn Van Horn, Erma 
Gettman, Jim Thomas, Kathy Kysar Bean and Joann Thomas. 
 
Working the Cash Booth: Moze Meeker, Barbara Chester, Louise Moir, Joyce Woodard, 
Shirley Brenner, Kathleen Tyrrell, Erlene Englert, Karen Jones and Kirk Northcut.  
 
Tours: Juanita McMahon, Janet Boon, Ann Bradshaw and Patti Audette were our helpers 
leading tours and Larry Roberts helped with the parking for approximately 20,000 people 
comig through our gates. 1382 of them came with 104 tour groups.  We also had six 
kindergarten classes and one first grade class. 
 
The Carriage House Gift Shop:  Joan Harshberger, Sarah Schurman, Fran Northcut, 
Rebecca Roberts, and Peggy Mars.  
 
We sincerely hope we did not miss mentioning any who gave of their time so others could 
enjoy "Lilac Days Open House".  Judy 
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ILS (International  Lilac Society) Conference report.... 
 

When Patti Audette and I set out for the Convention 2 days after the end of Lilac Days, I 
must admit the energy level was not great. But after a fairly uneventful flight, we landed in 
beautiful Burlington, Vermont. This college town is perched on the shore of Lake 
Champlain and full of lilacs. The bloom occurred at exactly the right time and the lilac 
edged ride in from the airport was a treat.  
 
The Hilton where the Convention was based sits overlooking the Lake within walking 
distance of the docks. Our room was smack dab in the middle and 5 floors up. The view 
was breathtaking and the sunsets were wonderful, even when it was cloudy.  
 
Jeff Young and his wife were the main hosts.  Jeff is regarded a much respected lilac 
expert and I went there to learn. I was not disappointed. Jeff specializes in reviving old 
lilac collections and this could not be more applicable for us.  
 
I can’t begin to tell all the places we toured, each offering opportunities to gather 
information that will help us be better caretakers of Hulda’s lilac collection. Instead of 
showing us pictures or giving lectures, Jeff walked us out into the fields where he and 
others were working hard to bring once beautiful lilac collections back from the edge of 
destruction.  
 
If pressed to come up with the “best” part, I would have to name the panel discussion the 
very first day, when U.S. and Canada’s most significant experts fielded questions 
submitted ahead of time and took questions from the rest of us as well. The other highlight 
was the Shelbourne Museum which isn’t a museum as much as it is a collection of 
museums, including the steamship “Ticonderoga” they moved over dry land and set on a 
hillside to be beautifully restored and preserved.  
 
I would like to say Thank You to the gardens for the wonderful and valuable experience I 
was given. I’m sure I also speak for Patti when I say it was a great 4 days full of memories 
of a wonderful place.  
 
I end with a warning: Don’t ask me what I learned unless you’re ready to listen for awhile. 
I can’t wait to teach the garden workers all about the right way to treat our lilacs.  

 
Ruth Wendt 
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Newsletter Editor and photographer: Judy Card, jcard20983@aol.com 


